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6 Steps for Starting a Business in WA



6 Steps for Starting a Business in WA

1. Learn about resources and make a Business Plan.

2. Form the business.

3. Get required licenses and permits.

4. Prepare for state tax and reporting requirements.

5. Learn employer requirements.

6. Accelerate your success by using advisors.
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Step 1:  Resources and Planning

Resources

ÅBusiness.wa.gov Website

ÅSmall Business Guide

ÅTraining & Advising Programs

ÅSmall Business Liaison Team
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Use your phone now and browse to:
business.wa.gov

Step 1:  Resources and Planning

http://business.wa.gov/
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The Small Business Guide
Available at business.wa.gov/guide

Step 1:  Resources and Planning

http://business.wa.gov/guide
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Training and Advising Programs
Listing available at business.wa.gov/business-resources

Step 1:  Resources and Planning

http://business.wa.gov/business-resources
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The Small Business Liaison Team

Download a directory at:
business.wa.gov/liaisons

Look for this button:

Step 1:  Resources and Planning

http://business.wa.gov/liaisons
http://business.wa.gov/liaisons


Make a Business Plan

Å If you need help making a plan, contact a mentor or 

advisor, but donôt skip making a business plan.

ÅMany business fail within the first 5 years and it is 

often due to a lack of planning.

ÅGet started at: business.wa.gov/plan
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Step 1:  Resources and Planning

http://business.wa.gov/plan


Step 2:  Form the Business

ÅBusiness Structure / Types of Ownership

ÅRegistering with the Secretary of State

ÅLicensing with the Dept. of Revenue
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Business Structures / Forms of Ownership

ÅSole proprietorship

ÅGeneral partnership

ÅLimited liability company

ÅCorporation

ÅOther
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Step 2:  Form the Business
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Step 2:  Form the Business



If your business will be a:

ÅCorporation

ÅLLC or any other legal entity

VStart with the Secretary of State

If your business will be a:

ÅSole Proprietorship

ÅPartnership

VStart with the Dept. of Revenue
12

Step 2:  Form the Business



Step 2:  LLCs & Corporations

Registering with the 

Secretary of State

ÅWatch the YouTube 

video for 

instructions

sos.wa.gov/corps
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https://www.sos.wa.gov/corps/


Step 2:  LLCs & Corporations

Completing the online 

registration form

ÅCreate a user account

ÅName the entity

ÅName governing people

ÅName registered agent

Should receive confirmation of 

entity formation within two 

days
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